
 
 

 
 

TRAINING PATHWAY 

 
TIMEKEEPER   

Entry level qualification for officials.  This qualification is also used outside Club swimming in 
training sporting volunteers in School and College environments.  The minimum age is 14 
years on the day of the course.  The course consists of approximately 1 hour discussing the 
theory about timekeeping and competition followed by a poolside practical practise and 
assessment session.  The current cost is £25 for a maximum of 10 candidates. 

Judge Level 1 

This is preferred level of entry into officiating by ‘Club’ officials and is the minimum 
requirement to officiate at ASA/BS National Events.  Under ASA Meet Licensing it is also the 
minimum level of qualification to officiate at Level 1 and 2 Meets 

The qualification encompasses the roles of Timekeeper, Chief Timekeeper, Judge of Turn 
and Chief Inspector of Turn. 

The training consists of 3 theory sessions and 8 – 10 hours of mentored practical training on 
the pool deck followed by a practical assessment. 

Candidate fee £8 



 
 

 
 

Judge Level  2 

This level develops the knowledge and experience of officials  

The qualification encompasses the roles of Judge of Stroke and Finish Judge. 

The training consists of 3 theory sessions and 8 – 10 hours of mentored practical training on 
the pool deck followed by a practical assessment. 

Candidate fee £8 

Judge Level  2(S) 

This level trains and develops the official for the challenging role of Starter. 

Whilst the roles theory content is limited the practical expertise required is extensive. 

The training consists of 3 theory sessions and 8 – 10 hours of mentored practical training on 
the pool deck followed by a practical assessment 

Candidate fee included in J2 

Referee 

This is the highest level of training and is managed by British Swimming.  Theory and pool 
deck training takes place over numerous session over approximately 12 months. This is the 
only level of qualification to require formal written examination.  This is a 2 part examination 
covering all aspects of the role of Referee and determining the results of races including the 
use of differing type of Automatic Officiating Equipment (AOE)level trains and develops the 
official for the challenging role of Starter. 

Whilst the roles theory content is limited the practical expertise required is extensive. The 
training consists of 3 theory sessions and 8 – 10 hours of mentored practical training on the 
pool deck followed by a practical assessment 

Candidate fee £10 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

OFFICIALS LICENSING INFORMATION  

• Purpose is to encourage aquatic technical officials to demonstrate their willingness 
to stay abreast of development in the sport and up to date with the laws of the sport.  

• Introduced in 2006 and first year of operation 2007 

• Available for all Officials – Minimum qualification Judge Level 1 

• Minimum level of qualification for ASA/BS National Events and ASA Licensed Level 1 
& 2 meets 

• J1’s need to apply for their license upon qualification completion 

• License is valid for 4 years 

• Initial license cost £10 for a 4 year period 

• Renewal is subject to an official being active in officiating at events together with 
attendance at both mandatory and elective CPD events 

 

CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Officials should always be striving to keep up to date with the latest practices and 
procedures in their sport(s). As part of the licensing scheme there are some mandatory and 
some optional CPDs: 

Mandatory CPDs: 

• Contemporary Issues 

• FINA Rules Update 

Optional CPDs: 

• Disability Official 

• Mentoring workshop 

 

 


