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Middlesex County Amateur Swimming Association 

(www.middlesexswimming.com) 

Minutes of the Executive Meeting held on 14 March 2018 

at 
Perivale Community Centre 

 

Item  Action 

 Those in attendance:- Frances Prentice (President), Gillian Neal, 
Flo Barnes, Phillip Prentice, Brian Kapp, Tony Burton, Leah Pullen, 
Pam Crofts, Bob Bloomfield, Karin Vazirani, Maria Abrams and Sam 
Whitmore 
 

Apologies for absence:- Norman Edwards, Colin Jones, Tasha 
Coupland, Sofia Marcal-Whittles, Trevor Hyde, Jeanette Edmiston, 
Andy Woska, Souad Abdellaoui, Suzette Muhammad 
  

 Meeting opened at 7.05pm. 
  

XC18/011 Matters Arising from meeting 15 January 2018 
  

(i) XC18/002(ii) 
Gillian Neal confirmed that the list of officers and Articles of 
Association had been archived. 
 
Frances Prentice e-mailed both Natare West London and Chelsea & 
Westminster regarding the double entries.  She received a response 
from Natare who apologised and said it would not happen again. 
 

 

(ii) XC17/66(vi) 
Trevor Hyde had sent the Water Polo contact details to Gillian Neal 
and Frances Prentice. 
 

 

(iii) XC18/003(ii) 
Flo Barnes said nothing had moved on since last time.  FB will 
contact Norman Edwards again to chase. 
 

 

FB 

(iv) XC18/003(iv) 
The handbook has been printed and distributed.  Frances Prentice 
thanked Flo Barnes for her efforts. 
 
It was noted that a lot of the contact details for officials etc were out 
of date.  Gillian Neal is to produce a new contact form for people to 
complete.  The form will then be sent to course leaders to send out 
as necessary.  Form has been drafted and sent out 
 

GN 
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Item  Action 

(v) XC18/004 
Gillian Neal confirmed that an e-mail had been sent to Souad 
Abdellaoui asking for an explanation to her report.  Nothing has been 
received. 
 
Leah Pullen requested that all information regarding synchro 
competitions should be given to her to upload onto the website. 
 

SA 

 

SA 

(vi) XC18/006 
Tom Watson has officiated at the County Championships. 
 

 

(vii) XC18/008 
Ray Haggan had been invited to present his new trophy at the LAC 
during the Youth Championships, but did not attend. 
 

 

(viii) XC18/009 
The London Region Conference took place and one of the young 
Hillingdon coaches commented to Gillian Neal that it was very useful 
and informative. 
 

 

XC18/012 Treasurer’s Report  

 Phillip Prentice confirmed that the County was doing well and should 
be in surplus for the year.  There were still some expenses to come 
in from the Paris trip.  Leah Pullen said she hoped the Len Badcock 
meet would break even this year. 
 

 

 PP stated that he has had to amend the limit at the bank to allow for 
payments greater than £2,000.  There are also some other changes 
he intends to make but he would report on those later.  The 
constitution will need to be amended at the ACM to reflect these 
changes. 
 

 

XC18/013 
(i) 

Minutes from Swimming Committee – 22 January 
County Championships 
The County Championships had had a mixed reception.  Pam Crofts 
had received a few e-mails from some clubs saying thank you.  
There were also some negative comments from coaches.  A small 
sub-committee (working party) has been set up to deal with the 
comments made. 
 

 

(ii) Overseas Trip 
The overseas trip to Paris has gone over budget by about £4,000 
because of the need for four nights’ accommodation.  The 
competition itself was of a very high standard and part of a very 
prestigious group of meets.  Allan Thornton has written a report – 
see attached. 
 
Bob Bloomfield commented on the risk assessment of such trips and 
how families who cannot afford it are accommodated.  Pam Crofts 
confirmed that this is dealt with in the letter offering swimmers a 
place and each case is looked at individually.  Two swimmers were 
helped this year. 
 
The Executive wanted to extend its thanks to both Allan and Sharon 
Austin for all their hard work in making the trip such a success.  GN 
to send an e-mail to both.  E-mails sent on 21 March 2018. 
 

GN 
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Item  Action 

(iii) Spring Dev Meet 
Pam Crofts had struggled to get officials but we were compliant on 
all sessions.  We managed to get several new officials qualified – 
timekeepers (3), J1 (3) and J2 (3 or 4).  We also assessed a referee 
with a further assessment due next week. 
 

 

(iv) Autumn Dev Meet 
Pam Crofts had omitted from the Minutes that there would not be 
any 50s in this meet. 
 
From 1 January 2019, we will be obliged to include the reverse 
distance events (800 for males and 1500 for females).  It was agreed 
to include these in this year’s Autumn Development meet.  Leah 
Pullen advised that this might require a fourth day of competition, in 
which case, the 50s could be reinserted. 
 

Swimming 
Committee 

(v) Len Badcock Para Meet 
The invites have all gone out and the advert has appeared in the 
Swimming Times.  Both Leah and Brian Kapp are attending a para 
meet in Leicester in May to see how it runs.  It was agreed they could 
stay overnight as it is an early start. 
 
Flo Barnes has e-mailed Marie Badcock to invite her to attend the 
meet to present medals etc.  No reply as yet. 
 
Leah and Brian are going to see if the meet information can be put 
into East Region’s April meet programme. 
 

LP & BK 

XC18/014 Swimming Officials Committee 
Tony Burton confirmed that all information is now on the website 
concerning the new format for the running of courses.  The referee 
and starter courses will be arranged on demand. 
 

 

 There will be a mentoring CPD on 28 April at Perivale from 10am-
12pm. 
 
There will also be a Team Manager’s course on 21 April at 
Southbury Road. 
 

 

XC18/015 Diving  

(i) Frances Prentice went to a County competition in January.  Frances 
commented that it was sad to realise the County now had only 2 
diving clubs.  There was, however, lots of enthusiasm and goodwill. 
 

 

(ii) The new Barnet Copthall pool will not have a deep pit so there will 
only be one club then. 
 
In this regard, Frances had been approached by North London 
Aquatics which is a charity organisation.  They are trying to raise 
£3.5 - £4 million in order to get a diving pit within the new Copthall 
centre.  They are trying to crowd fund and use social media.  The 
Council has agreed to fund £500,000.  Frances asked for the Exec’s 
permission to have their details put on our website to raise the 
awareness.  This was agreed.  Frances will send the information to 
Leah to put on the website. 
 

FP & LP 

 Frances would contact London Region to see if they would offer their 
support too. 

FP 
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Item  Action 

 
XC18/016 Trophies  

(i) See Trophy Secretary’s report attached 
 
Presentation of the overall trophies had been delayed because of 
damage on delivery and problems with engravings. 
 

 

(ii) Frances’ proposal for three new trophies/cups was agreed.  Trophies 
in the names of Mick Blunstone, Len Badcock and the Shorts are to 
replace the three “retired” trophies. 
 
It was also agreed to purchase four new trophies/cups for the 
reverse distance events: 800f/s men and boys and 1500f/s women 
and girls. 
 

 

XC18/016 Other Reports  

 Synchro 
No report had been received.  However, Frances Prentice received 
confirmation from Souad Abdellaoui that the Middlesex Novice 
competition has been rescheduled to 18 May. 
 

 

XC18/017 London Region  

(i) Tony Burton attended the Strategy Meeting held on 22 January – 
see attached report. 
 
Tony said it was a very interesting day – it was good to see behind 
the scenes of other disciplines.  Tony will contact Dave Fletcher to 
see if he has any suggestions for water polo. 
 

TB 

(ii) Flo Barnes had been nominated by the County to act as a Friend for 
London Region. 
 

 

(iii) GDPR 
This is new legislation on data protection.  Leah Pullen has found a 
course in London covering the ins and out of the legislation.  It was 
agreed that both Leah and Ralph Shortland (if he wishes) should 
attend.  Leah will book the course. 
 

LP (& RS) 

(iv) Safeguarding 
There are only two courses being run this year as it is also available 
on-line.  The courses are: 
Isleworth – 31 March from 10am to 1pm 
St Helen’s, Northwood – 15 September from 10am to 1pm. 
 
As Maria Abrams has resigned from the role of Safeguarding Officer 
for London Region, this position has been advertised. 
 

 

XC18/018 No Withdrawals / Empty Lanes  

 Leah Pullen would like to change the number of swims before fines 
are imposed from 10 per session to 10 over the meet.  It was decided 
that Leah would write to C&W and await a response from them first.  
Leah e-mailed Lisa Bates on 12.03.18.  A response was received 
from Lisa on 14.03.18 apologising and stating that a protocol is now 
in place to ensure withdrawals are made in future. 
 

LP 



https://d.docs.live.net/e6bfce360bd7c849/Documents/MCASA/exec2018/Minutes  14 03 18 (3).docx 

Item  Action 

XC18/019 AOB  

(i) Pam Crofts commented that after the overseas trip was booked, it 
was discovered that Sarcelles was one of the worst areas in Paris.  
They, therefore, decided to take an extra team manager to assist 
with security etc. 
 

 

(ii) Brian Kapp confirmed that the Open Water for London Region has 
been pencilled in for 30 June at Greenland Dock, Surrey Quays. 
 

 

(iii) Maria Abrams said that on 27 January at the LAC there had been an 
incident involving a camera phone inappropriately placed in the 
changing rooms.  The boy concerned had been identified and has 
subsequently left his club.  Unfortunately, the girl’s parents declined 
to have the police called.  The matter is now resolved. 
 
Maria stressed that the police must be called on every such occasion 
regardless of what the parents or child say.  They have the authority 
to capture the evidence. 
 
 

 

 Meeting closed at 9.35pm 

Next meeting is Thursday, 10 May 2018 at Perivale Community 
Centre – 7pm  

 

Signed:  ………………………………………………………… Date: ………………………………………………… 

  Frances Prentice – President 
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MCASA TROPHY SECRETARY’S REPORT MARCH 2018 

 
1. County Championships 2018 

 
Almost all individual trophies were returned in time for presentation at the LAC.  Only two clubs 
failed to deliver trophies on time, and these were resolved in a matter of days.  The overall trophies, 
with the exception of the Alan Lawrence Girl’s Trophy, have now been engraved and are ready for 
presentation.   

 
2. Trophies in poor shape 

 
2.1 The Beveridge Cup for the Boys’ 200m Freestyle.  This cup has lost all its silver plating and has one 

badly distorted handle.  It is a total disgrace. 
 

2.2 The Vi Williams Memorial Trophy for the Girls’ 200m Fly.  This cup is badly tarnished but is otherwise 
in good shape. 
 

2.3 The Martin-Dye Cup for the Men’s 400m Freestyle.  This cup is quite badly tarnished and is distorted 
at the base, so does not sit firmly.   

 
There are two options: either to get these trophies restored, which will mean re-plating them and 
repairing them insofar as this is practicable, or to “retire them” and replace them with new trophies 
in respect of Mick Blunstone, Len Badcock and Daphne Short, as I understand that the County has 
made no “in memoriam” donations since 2013, might it not be fitting to award new trophies in their 
names? 

 
3. New Trophies for the Men’s/Boys’ 800m Freestyle and Women’s/Girls’ 1500 Freestyle. 

We used to have trophies for these events: the Norman Edwards cup for the Men’s 800m Freestyle 
and the Josephine Edwards cup for the Boys’ 800m Freestyle but they were reassigned last year.  The 
Eamon Kedney cup and the Fruitina Trophy for the Women’s/Girls’ events have both been missing 
for some years.   

 
I would like to suggest that the four 100m IM trophies that are no longer used in the Championships 
should be reallocated to these events 

 
4. The Ron Turner Trophy  

This is under repair with the County Engraver. 
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