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BY-LAWS/TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF MEMBERSHIP
Approved by the club committee 9th November 2018, amended 23rd December 2023.
CLUB MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION & Swim England REGISTRATION
1. Stowmarket Swimming Club ("Club” or“the Club”) Membership runs from 1st January to 31st December.
2. Club Membership is payable on joining and thereafter ANNUALLY, usually on 1st February.
3. 	All swimmers must be fully paid members of Stowmarket Swimming Club. Club Membership includes CAT 1 or CAT 2 Swim England (formerly the Amateur Swimming Association, or ASA) registration and Suffolk/East Region Swim England fees, to comply with Swim England regulations.
4. Committee Members, Volunteers and Officials must be fully paid members of Stowmarket Swimming Club. Club membership includes CAT 3 Swim England registration to comply with Swim England regulations.
S. Poolside Spectators must be fully paid members of Stowmarket Swimming Club to comply with Leisure Centre and Swim England requirements. Club Membership includes CAT 3 Swim England registration to comply with Swim England regulations.
6. Any parent or guardian of a member under the age of 18 years must be a member of the Club in order to attend and participate in the Club's Annual General Meeting.
7. Swimmers age 9 years and over and likely to compete by the end of the calendar year (excluding non- competitive Masters and specific individuals by agreement) must hold CAT 2 Swim England registration.
8. Members will not be registered with Sw/m England until the appropriate membership fee is paid. This may result in swimmers being unable to train or compete until registration is completed.
9. 	Members who are already members of another Swim England-affiliated club and wish to be members of the Club must take out at least the cheapest form of membership of the Club, usually but not necessarily non- swimming (CAT 3.)
SQUAD AND COACHING FEES
10. Fees are reviewed and set annually, usually at calendar year end by the Club committee and may be reviewed from time to time throughout the year. Any increases shall be advised to members once agreed by committee.
11. 	Fees are to be paid to the Club's bank account via TeamUnify, the clubs administration system. Swimmers fees collected by TeamUnify will be automatically processed on the first of each month, charging 1/11th of the annual fees each month. No teaching / training fees are collected during the month of August as the club teaching and training is usually suspended. 
12. Invoices are issued within TeamUnify. This enables account holders to review charges for the month, including any ad-hoc payments incurred; e.g. meet fees.
13. The Club reserves the right to request that fees are paid in full at the start of each term where members have a poor payment history. This will only take place following discussion with the fee payer.
14. The club reserves the right to apply a £10.00 Late Payment Fee where payment is not received by the deadlines indicated. Late Payment Fees collected will be added to the Club's Fee Assistance Fund.
15. Swimmers who fail to pay Membership and/or Squad and Coaching Fees may be excluded from training and competition until all outstanding debts are paid.
16. The Club considers all legal parents and/or guardians equally responsible for the payment of fees until swimmers reach 18 years of age. All outstanding debts remain recoverable by the Club or its agents.
SQUAD CHANGES
17. Squad changes usually take place at the start of each term, notwithstanding individual circumstances. The Club will inform swimmers of squad changes prior to the change. It is the responsibility of the fee payer to ensure that they are aware of squad changes and any changes to fees due. TeamUnify will charge correct fees for the new squad. 
FEE ASSISTANCE
18. The Club holds a small fund to assist with temporary difficulty paying fees or to support disadvantaged swimmers who show potential. Assistance exceeding one term will only be granted by exception. Requests for Fee Assistance must be made in writing to the Treasurer. Requests must be supported by financial evidence. The income of all supporting parents and/or guardians will be taken into account. Fee Assistance will not be granted for Club Membership, outstanding fees due or where assistance is made available from other sources. Fee Assistance is granted at the discretion of the Club as decided by a small sub-committee and needs to be applied for and approved at least annually or as otherwise agreed by the Fee Assistance Sub-Committee. All applications are kept confidential to this sub-committee. Records are retained by the Treasurer only. Anyone wishing to discuss fee assistance in confidence should approach the club treasurer or president.
ILLNESS & INJURY
19. Fees may be waived for periods of illness or injury in excess of one month's duration at the discretion of the Club as approved by the Committee. Applications to waive fees must be made, in writing, to the Membership Secretary. Where a Fee Waiver is granted, the waiver will usually start after ONE month of consecutive absence. For the avoidance of doubt, fees are NOT waived for just one month's absence. Any additional fees paid will be held by the Club and set against future termly fees due. Club Membership must continue to be paid.
TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP
20. Swimmers wishing to terminate membership must give at least one month's notice, in writing, to the Club Coach and/or Membership Secretary. The Club reserves the right to charge one month's fees where no notice is given. For the avoidance of doubt, August is treated as a normal month even though no training may occur that month. Departure from 1st September should be advised by 31st July, therefore, in order to avoid a further month‘s fees being due. The Club is required to inform the Swim England of any swimmer who terminates membership with outstanding debts. Under Swim England regulations, swimmers are prohibited from joining another club until all outstanding debts are paid.
DATA PROTECTION
21. Information requested assists the Club in ensuring the best possible teaching, learning and competing environment for each individual member and helps the Club operate effectively. The Club is affiliated to Swim England and the data gathered by the Club on its membership form(s) is used in registering the member with Swim England. The Club's data protection statement is shown on the Club's website with paper copies available on request. See for Swim England's data protection notice.
22. Photographs may be taken of members by the Club for use in connection with the Club activities, including publication on the Club website, unless otherwise stated in writing by the member or parent/guardian within the TeamUnify Medical Information section, The Club follows Swim England guidance on photography at galas. Guidance can be found at the NSPCC site for child protection in sport: https://thecpsu.org.uk/help-advice/topics/photography/ The Club, will not be held responsible for any photographs taken and/or used without the Club's express authorisation or permission. Such permission can only be granted by the Committee and thereby requires sufficient advance notice.
SWIMMERS’ HEALTH
23. Responsibility for the decision as to whether the swimmer is able to swim resides with the swimmer (if 18 and over) or parent/guardian. Notwithstanding, the club reserves the right to prevent any swimmer from entering the water or insisting they leave the water if there are any concerns over the swimmer's health. If there are any health issues that a member or their parent/guardian feels the club should be aware of they may advise them to the Club. In doing so they give implicit approval to share this information with the coaching and teaching teams.
24. In case they are needed, parents and guardians of swimmers under nine years of age should remain in the leisure centre while their child is swimming.
ADVERTISING
25. The Club cannot accept any advertising of any type of a political or religious nature nor can the services advertised compete with anything offered by or within the Mid-Suffolk Leisure Centre. All advertising requires the approval of the Club committee which is not required to give reasons for any decline.
SPECTATtNG AT TRAINING
26. There are special rules that apply to seating by the 25m pool and these rules are posted on the club notice board
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